A Summer's Reading

Summary of the story

Part 1
The story takes place in New York City. It is a poor immigrant neighborhood, where the sidewalks are broken and there are non trees lining the streets. In the hot summer evenings, the storekeepers and their wives sit outside in front of their stores. George Stoyonovich the hero of the story dropped out of school because he ran out of patience. He didn't like the teacher telling him what to do all the time and he thought that they didn't respect him. 

George lives with his father and his sister Sophie. His mother is dead. His father is a quiet man who works in a fish market and Sophie works in a cafeteria in the Bronx. They live in a railroad flat above a butcher store. George spends most of his time in his flat. He has his coffee by himself in the morning and sometimes cleans the floors and tidies up. Most of the time he spends in his room reading newspapers and magazines that Sophie has brought home from the cafeteria. He listens to a ball game in the afternoons and in the evenings he walks in the neighborhood and often goes to a darkly lit little park. George dreams about better life. He dreams about a good job a private house with a porch on the street with trees and about having enough money to go out with a girl. He dreams about being respected and liked.

Part 2
George feels indifferent toward the people in the neighborhood- he doesn't like or dislike them. George thinks that Mr. Cattanzara is different from the other people in the neighborhood. He works in a change booth in a subway station. He reads the New York Times at night- a newspaper for the intellectuals. George tells Mr. Cattanzara that he is reading about a hundred books in the summer. Mr. Cattanzara starts a rumor that George is reading a hundred books and the people in the neighborhood smile at Geroge kindly and he could tell they regarded him highly. He could feel the approval on all sides. Sophie is proud of George and gives him an allowance. George avoids walking past Mr. Cattanzara's house because he doesn’t want Mr. Cattanzara to ask him about his reading. He is afraid that Mr. Cattanzara will discover his lie.
Part 3
George doesn't like to read story books. When he sees Mr. Cattanzara coming toward him on the street he thinks Mr. Cattanzara is drunk and he isn't worried. Mr. Cattanzara asks George how his reading coming along. George says" Fine I guess" but inside he is crumbling apart. Sophie is angry with George and take away his allowance. When George leave his room and walks in the neighborhood again he discovers that the people still think highly of him. In the end George runs to the library, counts 100 books and starts to read.  

