As I Grew Older / Langston Hughes (1902-1967)
*** Before you read , remember – any logical interpretation of the poem which can be justified by  the text is acceptable. You don't have to memorize the summary.
Summary- continuation:

E. Symbolism in the poem:

Light – it symbolizes dreams, hope, optimism, possibilities, opportunities in life, goodness, awareness

Darkness – it symbolizes prejudice, discrimination, stereotypes, racism, ignorance, obstacles, hatred.

F. The change of the speaker's perspective in the poem – A Flow Chart:

1.   Childhood  -(dreams) ►►►►
2.  ►► ► ► the child's growing awareness of racial prejudice-(rising wall – a metaphor for injustice, prejudice, racism and discrimination)

 3. ►►►► while growing up he reached a phase in life  of being depressed, in despair, he's given up hope, overwhelmed by prejudice (no light, shadow, only a thick wall) 

4. ►►► ► breaking the wall to destroy hatred 

5.  ►►►► his dark hands will make the change , will help him achieve his goal

6.  ►►►►adulthood  -taking  action
7 . ►►►►hope for racial equality and freedom. ("into thousand lights of sun…whirling dreams of sun!")
G . Is the poem only about racism?

Not  at all. It's about any minority who feels or experiences the "wall" of hatred and prejudice because of his age, nationality, gender or religion.
H. Bridging Text and Context: questions from page 54 – B1+2:

B1. The  background information above is reflected in the poem as follows:

   The poem was written in 1926, it is about an African-American ("I am black" , "my dark hands") whose childhood dreams are shattered as he grows up in America.

The poet grew up in America. He fought for racial equality and spoke for all African – American who lived in America  at the time. The speaker and the poet are probably the same person, because we understand that the speaker experiences racism as he was growing up and he couldn't achieve his dreams. He used his black hands to break the wall of racism , which indicates that he was proud of being black, he felt pride in his African heritage. The speaker uses his hands, through Art, Literature and Music you can make a difference, you have to use your hands when you write a poem, paint or play  music, the African-American artists  believed they could challenge and confront racial stereotypes and  racial equality and freedom to their people. What is the  purpose of Art if not to make a difference?
B2. The speaker in the poem is really the poet because both of them are African –American, both experience prejudice and both try to overcome it.

The events in the poem could reflect the poet's life   because we know that he was a leading figure in the Harlem Renaissance movement. He believed that writing and art would bring about racial equality, and the speaker in the poem talks about using his hands as a "tool", a means to overcome prejudice. 

I. Question No. 3 on page 55:

The skill of Distinguishing   Different Perspectives added to my understanding of the poem because the poet was writing about his dream from  the perspective of a child and   how it changed as he grew older. His optimistic childlike perspective changed as he experienced prejudice and discrimination.
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Good luck!
